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The Diſtreſſed Seamans G2zoans, 


Humbly Repreſented to His Moſt Excellent 


| 


And the Moſt Honourable 


TheLords and Commons 
In PARLIAMENT Afltembled ; 


For a Committee to hear their Grievances. 


HUMBIY SHEWETH, 
HAT fince the Loyal Seamen Beat the French under the Braye 
Valiant Admiral Ryfe//, their nuferies have been many of 


them multiplyed; 
I 1. They had no theic Pay at Mihchng; after thit, as 


they uſed to have before. 

ITI. They were made Run many Hundreds or Thouſands, ſoon after they 
came on Shore 

I V. Had no Bounty-Money next Spring, as they uſed to have before; but 
inſtead of that were abated Three or Four Pounds a-picce out of many of 
their Wages at Payment. 

V. They were intending to Petition His MajEsTY on Board the Britan- 
ia, He being there, that he would not let them be abated Three or Four 
Pounds a Man out of their Pay : But word was given out they ſhould be 
redreſſed, and fo they tejoyced at the fame, and fo foon as His Majrsry 
was gone away, they were abated as before, and deceived with falfe hopes, 
and 1t may be ſuppoſed His MajesTY knew nothing of it. 

"VI. Such Run as the Kings Books will make appcar, have not been one 
day out of His Service theſe Six Years, and there continuing fiill to tius day. 

V1I. They being made Run ſome of them at the Pay-Office on Pay-day, 
which looks like great Cruelty, and barbarous Injuſtice, if no caule. 
VILE. They having none to make complaint to, bur ſuch as help to heap 
their Miſeries on them ſometimes. 

I'X. And ſome do wait a Year, or a Year and halt to gct their Petitions 
anſwered, as hath been declared upon Oath. 

X. Andalfo imploying one to take ther Petitions, that doth often exrort 
Five or Six Shillings the Piece our of the Poor Petingners, or dcinm rhe 
Peritions, as hath been declared on Oath: Fo 

X 1. There 
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XI. There being, as may be ſuppoſed, fome Thouſands m3 
of whom loſt their Health" arid /Lives/1n Their MajzsT1EsS Service, 
if all heard, might be Seven Years in an{wering. 

XII. It they do anſwer but Twenty in a Month. | 

X III. It may be ſuppoſed ſometimes there 15 not Tenanſwered in a Month: 

XIV. It is uſual after the poor nuſcrable diſtreſied {and to be jamented) 
Scamens Wives, Widows, or Friends, have Petitoned, and are unmercitully 
continued Run. they do detain their Certificates from their Commanders, 
or from the Hoſpitals when they Petition , and the poor miſerable opprefled 
People have nothing to ſhew to any afterwards how unmercitully they were 
continued Run, as may be manifeſted by the Oaths of ſeveral. 

X V. This is more exceeding barbarous in my mind, then they that take 
1way any poor fatherlcſs Childrens Land in the Countrey, tor they are not 
forced to give up the Writings of the ſame when they are wrongfully cheat- 
cd. 

XV I. Many that have been paid part of their Money, after they have 
been Diſcharged made Run for the laſt part. 

X VII. Some made Run for one Ship at lair, and it never ſo unmerci- 
fully, yct arc Run in the reſt. | 

X V III. Their miſeries hath been fo great as hath appeared on Oath, That 
one Butland a Ticket buyer, bought about Fourteen Pounds for Six Pounds ; 
and one Gover a Ticket-buyer bought Four Pounds Eight Shillings for Two 
Pounds, and cxtorted out of that Six Shillings for getting the Books ſearch- 
cd and ſor Wiiungs; and one Puffer a Ticket-buyer bought + Ticker of a- 
bout Seven Pounds for Fifty Shillings, and ſtopped halt a Crown for Wri- 
ITIIECE 

XIX. How fad it would be if it ſhould in the next Age be rcported 
ſuch exceſſive Extortion ſhould be exercited on thoſe who ſerved fo gracious 
2 KixG, and yet none {ſhould inquire into their grievances. | 

X X. How great the Cries and Groans of thoſe miſerable Creatures muſt 
be, that are either Cheated of all, 'or the greateit part of what they 1o 
fachfully ſerved for: As, 

X XI. Some alſo that are either Wounded or Kill'd in His MarzsTiIES 
Service, yet made Run. 

XXII. There js many ſo poor, that if they might have all their Pay, 
that they arc cheated of, and as much more, given them for Pcetitloning , 
have not fo much Money 1n the World, as to pay tor it Five Shillings, 

XX II. When they have their Tickets detained by Otiicers, as fome have 
had, have not Money to look after it, and have not a power to force it 
out of their Hands, without trouble and charge; and then it may be there 
15 

XXIV. Pat on the ſame a ©. or R. to fave the Detainers Credit. 

XX V. Sometimes there hath been Two or Thrice Hundred Pounds worth 


of Searnens Tickets offered at a time by Purſers , or Captains Clerks, or 
Captains Wives; and there 1s a likctihood of ito Iing's os the Seamens 


? 


pcing Cheated thereby extreamly, 
Put 
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But there having been ſome other things Repreſented before, theſ: ma y 
ſuffice 1n part at preſent, being moſt multiplied ſince the French were Dear, 
as the double Pay of the Officers was fettled, ſince the miſcariag of 


the Smirna Fleet; and alſo, ſince there hath been loſt (or fool d aw ay ) 
near halt as many Men of War as was in England at the beginning of t 
War; fo there will be no need to Preſs Ofthcers, lince they have about 
Fifey "Thouſand Pound a Year cxtraordinary ,- while the poor -pts are 
made Run with a witneſs, that certainly reacheth to Hcave: 1, and it not 
relieved, it may be feared will have a dreadful return from thence, | 

Bur the Scamen had great and extraordinary Relict from His MAJESTY, 
and Your Honours laſt Year. But if You do give abundantiv, and others 
mightily cheat thera of the ſame, it 1s their Villany. 

And jf the Seamen in the gcneral be confidered in, 

I. Their Faichfulneſs and Loyalry to His MajesTY's Intercft. 

II. Their continual uſefulncls. 

III. The Lives of near Twenty Thouſand loſt in the Seryice of Hi; 
MaJtsTy, by the Sword or Sickneſs: 

IV. The multityacs th at ate cheated of their Pay wronetully 

V. The very great Oppretlion of Ticket-buyers, extorting for 
much abovc half whici'the Turks and Moral He athens would : abhor: 

VI. Thar they being made Run Wrong {ulty; 13 worſe (1 my j 1G! ;MEnt far) 
than a Mans being Robbed on the High-waff;" for a High-wav-man doth on- 
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ly take what there is about a Man, and doth not 20 to ſtop a > Ms pon 
receiving 1 of all his other Debts. 

VII. A High-way-man may be proſecuted for jus Villany, but the poor 
Seaimen that dic in His MaJEsTiEs Service, and arc TAC 'ce Run, have none 
butr'theFuſt and Holy God to puniſh thoſe that run them out of their Cay. 
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V III. A High-way-man hath not the priviledge to Rob a Man when he 
will. 

| X. Neither to force the poor Pcople to be at the charge to 
why and wherefore they were Robbed? Or if not, they | 
bed again of Sums due 1n other places. 

High-way-men, their Villany 1s looked upon by all as V:!! 
that other Trades Were 1n _ of being Run out of all when 
their Lives 1 their Trades, [ ſappoſe they would not bc very | 
times 1n their Trades: Neicher would others be very bis: 
ing them, to go on Cheartully in their Trades a as before 

[. It may > canhdered how chearfully the L OY bh Caen | 
MaitsrTy, have to the great Loſs of theic Fam been paid 1! 
on board thCir SIPs, whereby 1t colt fome of _ Wives hai 
co g0 down ior 1t, and wait for it. And al Ho by that 1: 

[{. They have not the benefir, as other Traders, to | 
at bet I: nd. 

ITT. The honeſt Tradeſmen of Leadon have Jo!l 
tide of Money from the Seamen ; bur we ar 
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But if His MajesTY have paid extraordinary , half a Million of Money 
this War, for not paying them on Shore? half one Winter, and halt ano- 
ther; And if the Seamens Families and Relations have loſt the benefit of half 
their Pay? And if the Tradeſmen of Londons loſs of Trade have not pro- 
duced more Seamen, than if they had been paid on Shore, as they uſed to 
be in other Ages, I ſhould be ſorry: If the Seamens loſs ſhould be no 
bodies gain but Extortioners, that Cheat them of their Pay, and ſuch as 
ſell bad Brandy to cheat them of their Lives, 

But however I have not in this ſpoken one word in the behalf of thoſe 
who indeed do run away wilfully out of His MajesTiEs Service; their 
Caſe ſometimes may admit of Mercy , eſpecially if miſery puts them to ir. 
But thoſe I plead for, are ſuch as whoſe Caſes do cry for Juſtice, which no 
doubt but a Loyal and Juſt Committee will let them receive, and that their 
Widdow or Parcnts ſhall not need to run to or again a Year or Two, before 
they know the worſt of their Sorrows. And it I can but ſerve God and His 
MAJESTY, and theſe Nations, and the Honour and Juſtice of it , I ſhall re- 


oyce ; and if I be blamed for my weakneſs in Repreſenting, I ſhall hun», 


aly ſubmit, committing This and His MajtsTY, and all Your Honours, 
'nd my Self and Family, all into the Hands of our Moſt Gracious God in 
Chriſt our only Saviour, for all time and all Eternity ; and from him only 
7 truſt for all Mercy, and remain His MaJtsT1Es truly Loving and Faith- 
'ul Subje&t, and Your Honours and the Poor Diſtreſſed Seamens Fanulies, 


Moſt Humble Scryanr, 


William Hopes. 


* 2-- ' , _— j 1 Ra 945 4%. » , = : s : bo _ > F 
LN 5 bs 4 —_ A _—T a "2% l ” n - - 
: <4 we = _——. ; 
ACT CRT . A —— = — — 
_ Is, x; 4 3 gs _ « y 
LA = TAddF 3 9G as! a pe 4 bk Mo, pn, 4 my 
Is SINE» id gen ns; Loid rw 2 op tdi 2 a « dot Cato oe 


& ag 
o in l #75 C4 ou thy > 244 Uge vIP, : © "Saf, FL A InY _ 
ba lt 0 og? 0 algae 5 LAS EN UF on SS” Ow 1 _ 
Sr oe! Co an" I TI EDS Wnt > rt A OR I Lge 
F.2.G  OSE  IESOy 0 md LC SERSES TA, 


